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Overview

1. What are Open Educational Resources? 
2. How do I find OER? 
3. How do I re-mix or create OER? 

TEA

4. How do I license OER? 
5. How do I share OER? 



The paradox 

• The OECD reflects that "although learning resources 
are often considered as key intellectual property 
in a competitive higher education world, more and 
more institutions and individuals are sharing digital 
learning resources over the Internet openly and 
without cost, as open educational resources (OER) 
(OECD 2007:9).



Emergence of OER

• … is an interesting, yet 
paradoxical, social 
development in the 
competitive higher 
education environment

• … is an extraordinary 
trend dubbed new "culture 
of contribution“ (Atkins et 
al 2007:3)



Concept of OER

• … is based on the philosophical 
view of knowledge as a collective 
social product and the desirability of 
making it a social property (Prasad 
& Ambedkar cited in Downes 
2007:1).

• … is the simple and powerful idea 
that the world’s knowledge is a 
public good and that technology in 
general and the World Wide Web in 
particular provides an extraordinary 
opportunity for everyone to share, 
use, and reuse knowledge (Hewlett 
Foundation)



What is/are OER?

• Open educational resources (OER) (used 
in the plural) are educational materials 
(usually digital) that are offered freely and 
openly for anyone to use and under some 
type of license to re-mix, improve and 
redistribute.



What has enabled OER?

o SOCIALLY - The Open Source Software Movement and the 
Open Access Movement

o TECHNICALLY – The Internet and Web 2.0 technologies
o LEGALLY - The development of alternative licensing 

systems such as Creative Commons
o FINANCIALLY – The support of philanthropic foundations 

and new business models



Legal openness

Copyright Public 
domain

All rights 
reserved

Attribution
Non-
commercial
No derivatives

Attribution
Non-
commercial
Share Alike

Attribution
Non-
commercial

Attribution No 
Derivatives

Attribution
Share Alike

Attribution No rights 
reserved

Most restrictive                                                                             Most accommodating



Finding OER Content 

Who uses OER?
• Students within institutions
• Students external to institutions
• Self Learners
• Teachers/Professors/Academics

What is the best way to find OER?
• Use a specialized search engine



Google - Often too broad for a niche search



Activity

Lets dive in and have a look at OER Commons

www.oercommons.org

Search within your subject of interest 



Diversity of OER Content

• Course/Instructor Resources (MIT OCW)
• Full Distance Course Modules (OpenLearn UK)
• Course Modules/seminars
• Learning Objects

o Images (www.flickr.com) 
o Video (www.academicearth.com) 
o Audio (http://itunes.stanford.edu)
o OpenTextbooks (www.wikibooks.org)
o Journals (www.doaj.org) 



Granularity 
• OER can be as small as an individual picture or as large as 

an entire course



"Re-mixing"

Reasons to adapt an OER include:
1. To address a particular teaching style or learning style
2. To adapt for a different grade level
3. To adapt for a different discipline
4. To adjust for a different learning environment
5. To address diversity needs
6. To address a cultural preference
7. To support a specific pedagogical need
8. To address either a school or a district’s standardized 

curriculum 

(ISKME, 2008)



Creating

Required for the creation of OER
• The masses as digital content creators
• The desire to share
• Licensing model which enables us to share
• Tools and directories which promote collaboration

Potential Benefits
• Possibility of increased opportunities for collaboration
• Academic alliances
• Feeling good about helping to make education freely 

available 



Licensing 

Step 1 Ensure that you have copyright for the resource
Step 2 Choose a licence
Step 3 Include the licence details in the resource



Step 1 Ensure that you have copyright for 
the resource

• Establish the copyright owner of the text, graphics, video 
etc.

• If there is copyrighted material within the resource that 
belongs to someone else (3rd party copyright), then this 
person or agency needs to be contacted before the resource 
can be released.



Step 2 Choose a license (1)

Understand the 4 conditions:
• Attribution - You let others copy, distribute, display, and perform 

your copyrighted work — and derivative works based upon it — but 
only if they give credit the way you request.

• Share-alike - You allow others to distribute derivative works only 
under a license identical to the license that governs your work.

• Non-commercial - You let others copy, distribute, display, and 
perform your work — and derivative works based upon it — but for 
noncommercial purposes only.

• No Derivative Works - You let others copy, distribute, display, and 
perform only verbatim copies of your work, not derivative works 
based upon it.

http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses



Step 2 Choose a licence (2)

Choose one of the 6 licences:

(See http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses)

http://creativecommons.org/about/licenses


Legal openness



Step 2 Choose a license (3)

• Visit the Creative Commons Licence 
(http://creativecommons.org/license/) page and use their 
simple licence chooser to select a Creative Commons 
licence that indicates how others may use your creative 
content. (These responses to the questions will be used to 
automatically generate HTML text which includes all these 
details for an electronic version of the Creative Commons 
licence that you have chosen. The HTML code will display 
an icon as well as a link to the full license deed hosted at the 
Creative Commons site. Note that you also need to select a 
legal jurisdiction (country). South Africa is listed at the end of 
the drop down list).

http://creativecommons.org/license/


Step 3 Include the licence details in the 
resource

• For electronic works: Cut and paste this HTML text on your 
website.

• For non-electronic works: Select the option "Mark a 
document not on the web, add this text to your work." (this is 
only available once you have chosen a licence) In addition 
you might like to note the icon that they suggest and 
download the appropriate CC icon 
(http://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/) and paste it 
onto your word processed document for a paper-based cc 
licence.

http://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/




Sharing 
• Getting the CC license on your resource
• Choosing a file format to publish your resource
• Getting your resource on VULA
• How to make a VULA resource publicly accessible
• Using OER Commons to make your resource searchable

Things to consider:
• Granularity
• How often is the material updated (curation)
• Relevance to other academics or students
• License

o Replacing materials 
• Third Party Copyright 



This work is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 
South Africa License. To view a 

copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses
/by-nc-sa/2.5/za/ or send a letter to 
Creative Commons, 171 Second 
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, 

California, 94105, USA.


